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17.—Persons Balled or Injured on Steam Railways, 1910-12 

Class of Person and 
Description of Accidents 

In Accidents Resulting from Movement of 
Trains, Locomotives or Cars 
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Description of Accidents (Employees 
and Passengers only)— 
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In Accidents Other Than Those Resulting from Movement of 
Trains, Locomotives or Cars 
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Section 2.—Electric Railways* 

Replacing the horse-car systems, used in Montreal and Toronto as early as 
1861, electric street railways were first seen in operation in Canada in 1885, when a 
successful experimental railway was constructed and operated at the Toronto 
Exhibition Grounds. Before many years their safety and convenience resulted in 
the discarding of the older systems. The first electric railway line in Canada and 
probably the first in North America, which ran between Windsor and Walkerville, 
was established early in June, 1886 (it is recorded that it was in active operation 
before June 11). 

The cheap and reasonably rapid conveyance of human beings is a necessity of 
modern urban life. In the cities of Eastern Canada, electric street railways are 
generally operated by private companies under city franchises, while in a considerable 
number of cities in Ontario and the West the street railways are owned and operated 
by the municipalities. 

The single overhead-trolley system is used by all electric railways but Edmonton. 
Montreal and Winnipeg have begun using also a double overhead trolley and track-
less trolley-buses (29 of these buses being in service in 1940). Of the 35 systems 

< tl R^vise.d and checked by G. S. Wrong, B.Sc., Chief of the Transportation and Public Utilities Branch 
01 tne Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The annual report on "Electric Railways in Canada" published by 
uus Branch, gives details of the operations of the individual railways, which are no longer published in the 


